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BY ROBERT ROBINSON, 


My Brethren, 
"HE moſt refined human pleaſure . in this 
world is ſocial pleaſure, or that, which 

ariſes from communion with others, and, of 
all ſocial pleaſures that, which ariſes from *; 
wiſe and virtuous conjugal union, is the 
higheſt. Delicious, however, as this enjoy- 


ment is, there comes A period in life, -which 
A „ reduces 


©. 


reduces the happieſt man to the ede | 


of ſaying, concerning the lovely object of all 


his j Joy, ny 905 dead out * 10 5 gil. 


5 


- 


At ſ ach ad aa at te graves of all we 
value in this world, we are called to exerciſe 


the molt noble, but the moſt difficult of all 


deyotional acts: here we are to treat God as 
God; to reſign to him his own gifts, to ac- 
knowledge him as maſter and Lord of all, to 
confide in his wiſdom and goodneſs, and cor- 
dially to allow, admire and adore the recti- 
tude of his government. May you, my bro- 
ther, be enabled to exerciſe this act of de- 
votion now! And may we, who ſurround 5 
you, become ſoft by ſympathy, and yieW to 
ſuch impreſſions as theſe gloomy objects are 
fitted to imprint ! Men the laſt deep fleep 
falleth upon our famiſies, then God openeth the 
ears of ws and 7 ſealeth ther e He | 


ic walt we cimHUrE this afflicted fami- 


Ty ? Or what ſhall we ſay to edify you, Ye 


numerous ſpectators of their grief? For my 
part, I cannot look at this ſcene without re- 
collecting a fi milar caſe in | ſcripture Wy 


Gen. xxiii. 4. Phe Rev: Mr. Birley. Job xxxlli. 
I 5. 16. Mrs. Birley 5 family, the Aſhtons of St. Ives. 


full 
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full of inſtruction 6 conſolation. L will beg 
leave to mention it, becauſe it may inſtruct 
us all, and becauſe it may comfort our weep- 


ing friends, for it is ſome relief to mourn- 
ers to have a partner in woe. 


Son of man, aid God formerly to the pro- 


phet Ezekiel, behold I take away from thee, the 
defire of thine eyes with a ſtroke, yet thou ſhalt 
not mourn. On this caſe we Dake. the four 


following reflections. 


F irſt, 4 ſocial life is 3 ent th the 


higheſt religious attainments. Ezekiel was an 
inſpired prophet, yet, like his predeceſſors 


the patriarchs, and like his ſucceſſors the 


apoſtles, he was a married man. There i is, 
therefore, nothing in domeſtic life inconfiſtent 
with the duties of religion, nothing incompa- 
tible with the nobleſt offices, and the higheſt 
enjoyments in the church. Revealed religion 
Is rational and manly, and they, who teach 


it, are beſt taught themſelves by ſuch a train 
of events as exerciſe all their fellow erea- 


tures. It is not in a lonely cell, it is not in 


a legend, either learned or deyout, it is by 


Ezek. xxiv. 5 | Gen. xxxili. 5. 
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our own fire- ſides that we are domeſticated ; 
it is in a circle of parents, wives and chil- 
dren whom God graciouſly gives his ſernants ; it 
is in an intercourſe with domeſticks, 2 perſon- 
al concern in affairs of real life, that we feel 


we are men of like paſſu tons with you, and 


there we are driven to the ſyyeet neceſſity of 
finding out the doctrines and the duties of a 
religion to be publickly recommended to your 
faith and practice. There alſo we are forced 
to learn what will cool the paſſions, animate 
the ſpirits, and ſupport the good man under 

the burdens, which providence dooms him to 
carry. Hence publick uſefulneſs, hence in- 


ſtructions that come home to the buſineſs and | 
boſoms of mankind. The church of Rome 
has thought fit to reyerſe all this natural 


order, by training up her ſtately church of- 


ficers in ſullen gloomy receſſes, by enjoining 
a ſingle life on all her miniſters, by exchang- 
ing the man of ſentiment and ſympathy for 
that ſolitary unfeeling thing called a monk. | 
The pretence is chaſtity ; the 1 true reaſon is 
ſccular policy. 


Secondly, Domeſtich bleſſings are ſubjed to 
abuſe. If you think proper to read, when 


Acts xiv. 15. | 
you 


7 * 
you go home, the twenty · fourth of Ezekiel, 


you will obſerve, that what i is called i in one 
verſe the deſire of the eyes is ſaid in another 
to be that on which men /et their minds. This 
is 2 beantiful and emphatical expreſſion, full 
of meaning, and too. deſcriptive, alas! of 
what happens every day to us all. Provi- 
_ dence gives us reſpectable parents, amiable 

wives, lovely children, and on theſe we ſet 
our minds, pitching our hearts on them, as if 
they were infallible grounds, on which we 
might erect ſpacious habitations of felicity ; 
on them we place our hopes, on them we de- 
pend for happineſs, with them we incorpo- 
rate too often both our duty to God, and our 
delightin his empire ; in a word, them we not 
unfrequently eye as our ſupreme good. Fancy 
gets looſe from reaſon and religion, and ſays, 
This ſon hath an undaunted courage; I ſee 
the gallant youth in future ſerve my country, 
and immortalize my name in the navy or the 
army: That other boy is active and acute; 
I ſee him in a future day accumulate riches, 
and do good to mankind in a buſy 'mercantile 
line of life: A third is ſtudious and grave; 
1 ſee, I hear him in the pulpit pleading the 
cauſe of trot and virtue, "TO oy 70 


ver. 16. "tow. „ | 
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righteouſneſs, and /hining as a ſtar in the chriſ. 
tian firmament for ever and ever. This frugal 
induſtrious daughter Iſee in future the ſoul of 


a great family, conveying order, plenty and 


piety through the whole: and that gentle 


girl, ſoft and delicate in all her manners, 


adorn her own ſex, poliſh the other, and 
render herſelf the paradiſe of all that know 
her: And all this my eyes, and the eyes of 
their good mother ſhall behold, and then, in 
hoary old age, ſurrounded with childrens 
children to the third and fourth generation, 
full of days, riches, and honours, and ſatia- 
ted with life, we will ſay, Lord now letteſt 
thou thy ſervants depart in peace. My 
brethren, what if we ſhould paſs by, and ſee 
a friend in ſuch a reverie } Should we not 
pity him for erecting ſuch mighty hopes on a 
bottom of human frailty? Should we not 
tremble for his to-morrow ? Should 'we not 
exclaim, this benevolent but unſkilful man 
hath built his houſe upon the ſand! This is 
ſpring-time : but when the fall of the year 
arrives, when e rains. deſcend, when re 
Hoods come, when the winds. blow, and beat 
upon his houſe, what, if he do: not love God 


1 Chron. xxix, 28, Mat. vii. 26, 47. 
b | ; more 


tay 


more than all chile; if he be not Sel verſed 
in the character of the ſupreme governor of 
the world, what will become of this unhap- 
y mau! ot ce e 


Vet all theſe hopes are natural, all theſe. 
deſires are juſt, all theſe proſpects are parent- 
al, and to a certain line they are rational and 
religious; and God ſometimes gratifies them 
all. The evil lies in /o ſerting our hearts on 
the accompliſhing. of our plans, as to take 
the liberty of rebelling againſt God, when he 
ſees fit to blaſt all our opening proſpects. 
1 fay when God ſees fit, for my weeping 
friends, you mult forgive me, if, in execu- 
ting this office aſſigned me by her, whoſe 
ſpokeſman 1 have the painful honoar to be, I 
venture to affirm, in ſpite of the turbulence 
of our paſſions, that God does always that, 
which, all things conſidered, is moſt right 
and fit to be done, To admit this truth will 
give you a momentary pain, becauſe it will. 
diſcover, that exceſſive grief, and diſcontent 
with providence proceeds not from reaſon 
and religion, but from miſguided paſſions : 
but you will receive ample amends by the 
long pleaſure, which the dominion of religion 
will produce. | 


We 


( 2 ) 

We obſerve, then, thirdly, that God is as 
wiſe and good in ſometimes defeating all our de- 
figns as he is at other times in gratifying them. 
A hard leſſon : but ſooner or later it muſt be 
learnt! God is an uniform being, always con- 
ſiſtent with himſelf. His ſupreme excellence 
is love of order, and all his government is a 
maintenance of it in all parts of his empire. 
Whether he fave life or deſtroy it, he acts 
from the. ſame invariable principle. In all. 
caſes he is too wiſe to do any thing wrong, 
too good to do any thing unkind. This doc- 
trine can never be too much inculeated, and 


in the caſe before us it IS highly app Licable 
and effective. 


To . this let us obſerve two things, 
Firſt, our earthly ſocial pleaſures, are either 
the ends, for which we were created, or they 
are the mcans of conducting us to ſome other 
end more great and noble. Is man, with all 
his godlike powers, created for the ſole pur- 
poſe of enjoying a conjugal or parental uni- 

on ? Imperfect enjoyments : at the beſt ! Is he, 

who is capable of the higheſt attainments of 

| knowledge and virtue, and of the enjoyment: 

of them for ever and ever; is he, who i is 

formed for the e purpoſe of knowing, 
imitating, 


Ct 

imitating, and enjoying the firſt great cauſe in 
eternal worlds, undiſgraced by viciſſit ude and 
death; is he ſunk to the fad neceſſity of baſk 
ing in the ſunſhine of one ſhort day, and plea- 
ſing himſelf like a beaſt (for beaſts have plea- 
ſing ſenſations) with animal aſſociations ! No; 
all theſe are means, and God and moral ex- 
cellence are ends of our exiſtence. - Rife man, 
riſe into your dignity. Conſider the chain of 
cauſes and effects, and reaſon thus, for to en- 
able thee to reaſon thus, thy heavenly father 
committed thee to the tuition of theſe fable 
maſters: fay, if the intelligenee, the wiſdom, 
the virtue, of one beloved companion gave 
me ſo much pleaſure, what ſhould 1 enjoy if 
I were intimately acquainted with God! If 
the loſs of one ſuch boſom friend give me fo 
much pain, what nameleſs agony ſhould I feel, 
were I ever to be ſo ignorant and wicked as 
to forfeit tbe enjoyment of God ! Parents, 
wives, children, what are you all but ſingle 
drops ! God is the fountain, from which you 
came, God is the ſource of felicity to whieh 
you go, and thither my heart ſhall follow 
you. 


Let us obſerve, fonts; that e 


0 xxii. 21. 
never 
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18 receive the crown. Let me imitate him, 


(1 
never removes our chriſtian friends till they 
have finiſhed their work, and then they go 
to receive their wages. A genuine diſciple of 
Jeſus Chriſt fo//ows him here in the regencra- 

tion, works out his ſalvation uith fear and 
trembling, ſeroes the Lord with all humility of 
mind, and with many tears, ſtruggles through 
much tribulation, and at length arrives at the 
: gate of the kingdom of heaven; and ſhall 1 
- wiſh this good ſoul for my ſake to be deprived 
of his reward, Shall I wiſh him detained 
from ſuch a bliſs, the object of all his 
prayers, and tears, and hopes, merely to 
accommodate me? Would that be fair? 
What! when I know too, the price he muſt 
pay for gratifying my humour? Shall I doom 
him to ſleepleſs nights and ſolitary days? Shall 
1 require of him to drag about @ body of Jin 
and death as I do ? Shall I wiſh him in a con- 
dition to /ay in the mornivg, would God it 
were evening, and in the evening, would God 


N 
3 


it were morning? Not I. No, rather let me 
be juſt to my own hurt, let me honour them 
that fear, and now that they have fought the 
good fight, let me agree they ſhould go and 


who, though he fa Ton. on lay upon the 


Deut. xxvile 67. A ſal. XV. 4. | 
5 | | earth, 


: 4 
ear ith, and wept and prayed, while his child 
was ſick, yet, on receiving the news of his 
death, .arofe from the earth, waſhed and anoint- 
ed himſelf, changed his apparel, and went into 
the houſe of the Lord, and juſtified his conduct 
by ſaying, now he is dead, wherefore ſhould! 


| faſt? can 1 bring him back again! I hall go to 


8 but he An not n to me. 


wo This leads me to the laſt obſervation on 
the caſe of the prophet Ezekiel. There are 
works f more importance for the living to do 
than that of weeping for the dead. Far be it 
from us to. cenſure the humane ſighs and 
tears of families afflicted like this. It would 
argue a worſe than brutal inſenſibility not to 
feel on this mournful occaſion. Sorrow pent 
up in the heart would ſoon break it. It has 
a natural diſcharge, let it flow and diſburden 
the ſoul. Weep, afflicted family! and allow. 
us to mingle our tears with yours: but let 
us all remember, that our buſineſs here i is to 
| do more than weep, that weeping is a ſmall 
part, and that to acquire knowledge now on 
the ſpot, and when we return home to re- 
duce it to practice, are duties of far more 


importance than that of ede wing the 25 


With our tears. 


3 Sam. . #. {+ _ 4 


'The 


” 
——— — 
— — 
II 


— 2 


— — >. 
— — — 
— ern — 


church of God. Let us imitate this bright 


miſſive and obedient to his will. We owe a 


able ourſelves by grief, but let us hold body 


manly and chriſtian exerciſes for theſe bodies 


ſing abſent benefactors, by performing ſuch 


. 140 
The prophet Ezekiel was commanded not 
to lament his own trouble: but to attend to 
the greater troubles of his country and the 


example. Let us examine how we may moſt 
and beſt ſerve ſociety. Let us addreſs our- 
ſelves. to the diſcharge of all the duties of 
life. We owe a duty to God: Let us be ſub- 


duty to our fellow creatures: Let us be juſt 
and henevolent: Let us pity the wicked, love 
the righteous, and do good to all mankind. 
We owe a duty to ourſelves : let us not diſ- 


and ſoul ſacred, and let both be employed in 


are redeemed to riſe again, and theſe ſouls 
are to be for ever with the Lord. Our obli- 
gations, far from being diſcharged by our 
loſſes, increaſe as the friends of virtue expire, 
and we ſhould ſtudy to keep ſociety from miſ- 


kind offices as they would have performed, 
had they continued to live in a world abound- 
ing with objects of beneficence. As theſe 
conſiderations ſhould have weight with us all, 
ſo they ought to bemoſt accurately and nicely 
balanced by thoſe, who ſuſtain publick offices 
1 the church, for this i is to embody the doc- 

trine 


CF 
trine of God our Saviour, and to render 
chriſtianity viſible even to roving eyes. 


Hence, then, let us depart, penetrated with 
two juſt and ſeaſonable reffections. Let each 
conſider, firſt, how ſoon he may be brought 
into the condition of this diſtreſſed man, who 
ſurvives his chief carthly j joy. We are all of 
us neighbours, many of us intimate friends of 
this family. Their condition affe cts us. They 
| lament, and we mourn with them, and our 
ſympathy i is a little ſmall relief to their woe: 
but, were it proper for them to break ſilence, 
would they not ſay to us, weep alfo for your- 
ſelves, behold in us the uncertainty of earthly 
enjoyments, next week perhaps the ſcene 
may change, you may ſuffer as we do, and 
we like you may ſtand by and look on? Is 
there one of you, my fellow chriſtians, in all 
this aſſembly, who. can ſtand. up and ſay, Let 
the whole world die, I have not one object 
of my eſteem, no not one to whom my heart 
hath a peculiar attachment? If there were 
one ſuch perſon, we ſhould: doom him to de- 
part from the ſociety of men, he would be 
too bad for even a brute, he ſhould fink into 
marble or braſs. But you, my brethren, you 
Luke, xxiil, 28. 
| have 
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e 
have paſſions, and your paſſions have objects, 


and objects ſo perfect in your eyes that it 


would be a great miſery only to ſuſpect you 
ſhould be deprived of them. well! ſuſpect 


it not. Hope in God. Enjoy yonr day. En- 


joy to-morrow too. Let fancy, pleaſant art- 
iſt! Magnify and multiply your ſum. 3 
after all, the fatal time muſt come, and you 
like us muſt put on mourning too, and be left 
(cold and comfort leſs word 1) you muſt be left 


as a beacon” upon the top of 'a mountain, a ſignal 
to warn, n ſo to ee TOY" 4 
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Muſt FO a ay come? 17 Jug then to 
prepare for it. May to-morrow be the day? 
I ought then to prepare immediately, this pre- 
ſent moment. But what will prepare me for 
ſuch an event as this? This is our laſt re- 
flection. True religion is the only prepara- 


tion for affliction. The religion of the af- 


flicted is prudence, patience, ſubmiſſion, con- 
tent. Theſe virtues were all exemplified in 
our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, and by his example 
they are both recommended and enforced. 


Happy for us, if we exemplify the maxim of 


the wiſe man, It is better to go to the houſe 
of mourning. than to go to the houſe of feaſting ; 


Eeclef, vii. 2. 


fo 


(Cw ) 
for that is the end of all men, and the living 
will ay it to his heart! 


We never pray at a grave, leſt we ſhould 


miſlead our little children, who know not yet 
their right hands from their left in the way 
to heaven. We would not enſnare their un- 
wary ſteps, or tempt them to form one idea 
favourable to that exploded popiſſi practice, 
praying for the dead. Let us depart from 
this dreary receptacle of the dead in peace 
with God, and with all mankind, and, all ani- 
mated with ſocial univerſal love, let each as 
he retires pray, that the grace of our Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Ghoſt may be with us all. 


* ” 


— ——— — — 


DDr 


— — — nnr 


2 — 
— —2— —ꝓ—ä—qkͤ — — —— 


—— 


—— 


— — 


* 
— — — 


way ie AUF" wn OA, et" oo Oe et 


- 22> . 9 —— — _ > i as 
. vedio ro renal i Gas Gros. crit. 


WE 


* — 
„ 
— AMOR NEE TT ———— 

———w—— — 


wy 


— — — — — — 

——UüU—ä4ẽ. DO A K — — —ꝛ— ee 
— — — — — 

— — 


% 


- . 
MY DEAR ap HONOURED FRIENDS, 
—_— = 
HUSBAND, PARENTS, BROTHERS, SISTER, 
f AN 5 ; 
© OTHER RELATIONS OF THE DECEASED, 
THIS PLAIN DISCOURSE Is, 
WITH GREAT RESPECT AND AFFECTION, 


' DEDICATED, BY , 
THEIR AFFECTIONATE BROTHER, 


AND HUMBLE SERVANT 


THE AUTHOR. 
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T u E 
STROKE OF DEATH, 


"PRACTICALLY IMPROVED, &. 


E are convened this evening my 

dear audience, to Improve, for the 
advantage of the ſeveral claſſes of men now 
preſent, but eſpecially for the edification of 
a, mourning family, the moſt ſolemn event. 
with which this world is acquainted. I need 
not inform you that I mean the awful ſtroke 
of death, which, by the direction of infinite 
wiſdom,” has lately removed from us a perſon 
of a very amiable diſpoſition, and of many 
valuable accompliſhments, which could not 
fail to render her peculiarly agreeable to 
thoſe, who were moſt intimately acquainted 
with her. 1 am well perſuaded, from my 
own knowledge of her experience in re- 
B 3 1 


( 22 


ligion, from her temper' and conduct, —as 
well as from the teſtimony of thoſe, who are 
beſt qualified to judge in the caſe, that there 
is no reaſon to mourn on er account; as 
we have evidence that. e is tranſlated 
to the regions of life and immortality. 
But it is incumbent upon us, and will contri- 
bute to the promotion of our beſt intereſts, | 
while we mingle our ſorrows with thoſe of 
ſurviving relatives, for the loſs of ſo valuable 
a member of religious and civil ſociety, to 
make ſuch reflections on the ſtroke by which 
theſe ſorrows are occaſioned, as, through the 
bleſſing of God, may make xs more fit, either 
to live or to die. To aſſiſt you in making theſe 
reflections, is my preſent deſign; and to this 
I addreſs myſelf, through divine aſſiſtance, 
from that remarkable paſſage of ſcripture 
which my dear brother, the huſband of the 
deceaſed, has thought proper to mention as 
ſuitable to the preſent ſolemnity. 8 


Ezek. xx1v. ver. 16. 


Son of man, behold, I take away from thee, 
the defire of thine eyes with a flroke.— 


The providence, brethren, which, at this 
time, has called me among you, forbids me 
| to 
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to employ theſes few precious moments on 


any ſubjet which requires critical labour. 
This would be equally alien from your de- 
ſign, and from the feelings of my heart, while 


I ſhare ſo largely, and ſympathize ſo ſenſibly 


as I do, with my dear friends, in the forrows 
excited by the diſpenſation of providence that 


has brought together this very numerous aſ- 


ſembly. Nor ſhall I, for the ſame reaſon, en- 
large on that part of ſacred hiſtory and pro- 
phecy, to which the text relates, however 
ſuitable and edifying ſuch enlargement 9 


be on other occaſions. | 


Yet I bümbiy chene 1 mould tardly 
do juſtice to the ſubject, or to my hearers, 


without ſtopping one moment to remind 


you on what occaſion the words before us 


were addreſſed to the great prophet Ezekiel. 


Few, who have arrived at maturity, and 
have read the ſacred ſcriptures, (which God 
forbid any of you ſhould negle&t!) can have 
failed to obſerve, that though the Lord choſe 
the nation of Ifrael as a peculiar people to 
himſelf, yet they were “a people laden with 
iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, children that 


were corruptors : they forſook the Lord, and 


provoked 
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provcked the HoLY. ONE of Iſrael to er” 
This character was moſt dreadfully applicable 


to the whole nation of Iſrael in their long 


journey through the wilderneſs, and after 
their ſettlement in the promiſed land, in the 

time of the judges; and too much ſo in 
the times of the kings, till the revolt of 
the ten tribes, and the diviſion of the 
nation into two bodies in the reign of 
Rehoboam. After this, God ſtill regarded 
the people of Judah, as his peculiar people; 
but they ſtill frequently rebelled againſt him. 
He viſited them with many chaſtiſements, 
for their rebellion, and forebore them from 
age to age, though they were “a diſobe- 
dient and gainſaying people,” before he pour- 
ed down his fury upon them, in the deſolating 

ſtroke to which this chapter refers. Among 
other corrections, he often ſuffered their ene- 


mies to prevail againſt them. Their capital 


city Jeruſalem was often , beſieged and plun- 
dered; particularly by Shi/hack, king of 
Egypt; by Foaſh, king of Iſrael; by Pharaoh 
echo, another king of Egypt; and by Ne- 
| buchadnezzar, king of ee 


To this laſt FRE and to his ſucceſſors, the 
Chaldean, and after the death of Bl:/azzar, 


./ ſri. i. 4. Kings, xiv, 26, 27. Kings, xiv. 2. 
1 Kings xxiii. 33,.—36. 
the 
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( 25 ) 


the laſt af them, the Perſian kings, the men of 


Judah were captive no leſs than ſeventy years. 


Nebuchadnezzar beſieged ' Jeruſalem ſeveral 
times: asinthereign of Jehojachin, and finally, 


in the reign of Zedekiah, kings of Judah. To 
this laſt, and moſt effectual attack on the city, 
the prophecies of the chapter where our text 


lies, moſt evidently refer. By the former 


ſieges ſeveral eminent men had been carried 
captive to Babylon, among whom was the 
prophet Ezekiel. To him, however, the 
Lord yet ſpoke, and employed him as his pro- 


phet to his brethren in captivity ; and, not- 
withſtanding the great diſtance of Chaldea, 
where Ezekiel now was, from the land of 


Judah, yet the very /ame day that Nebuchad- 
nezzar beſieged Jeruſalem, it was revealed to 
the prophet in the land of the Chaldeans! 
Ezekiel is commanded to utter a parable” to 
the rebellious houſe of Judah, and to repre- 
ſent their miſerable ſituation, and the cala- 
mities coming upon them, by the emblem of 
a boiling pot. This parable is illuſtrated in a 
moſt dreadful addreſs to the nation of Fudai 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth verſes of this 


Dan. v. 30. 2 Kings, xxiv. 1, &c. 2 Kings, xxiv. 


10, &c. 2 Kings, xxv. 1, &c. V. 17 2. Compare 2 
. xxl. 1, &c. | 7 0 
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5 I ſpare, neither will I repent. According 


phet Ezekiel was an eminent man of God, and 
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chapter. ©In thy filthineſs is lewdneſs, be- 
« cauſe I have purged thee, and thou. wwaſt 
c ot purged, thou ſhalt not be purged from 
« thy filthineſs any more, till I have cauſed 
c my fury to reſt upon thee. I the Lord 
cc have ſpoken it; it ſhall come to paſs, and I- 
« willdoit. I will not go back, neither will 


* to thy ways, and according to thy doings, 
ce ſhall they judge thee, ſaith the Lord God.” 


The ſame ſubject is reſumed in the verſe 
before the text. And in the text itſelf, the 
certainty, the weight, and perhaps, the ſud- 
denneſs of this calamitous ſtroke of divine 
vengeance on the city and temple of Jeruſa- 
lem, are ſtrongly repreſented to the prophet, 
by the death of his wife, which is here fore- 
told.“ Behold, I take away from thee the 
defire of thine eyes with a ſtroke.” The pro- 


very probably his wife was a holy woman. 
As ſuch, they were agreeable companions, 
happy in their God, and in each other. "The 
ſtroke threatened would therefore be pecu- 
liarly painful and afflicting, and conſequently 
would more ſuitably repreſent the diſtreſs now 
falling on the people of Judah. An agreeable 
and gracious wife, „a woman that feareth 

: the: 


« | \ 


. 


n 
the Lord” is the chief earthly comfort of any 
| man who knows the ſpirit and deſerves the 
name of a huſband. So the city and temple 
of Jeruſalem, and the advantages aud privi- 


W ledges enjoyed in them, were the chief and 
WW moſt valuable, and of conſequence the moſt ' 
WE deſirable treaſure of that nation. The loſs 
_ of ſuch a companion as this is certainly the 
WE moſt diſtreſſing calamity that can, in the com- 
mon courſe of things, attend an affectionate 
and tender huſband. So no calamity could be 
Mp more painful and diſtreſſing to the Jews, whe- 
tuner conſidered in. a religious or political 
ie, than the ravaging of the temple and 
WE depopulation of their city. To this the 
WE mourning prophet, Jeremiah, ſeems to have 
i, Fan eye; and his expreſſions, in this applicati- 
| * on of them, have a ſenſibility and an energy, 
= Perhaps, ſeldom exceeded. * Is it nothing to 
25 1 you, all ye that paſs by? behold and ſee if 
(there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, 
c which is done unto me, wherewith the 
Lord hath afflicted me in the day me his 
5 free anger.” CR l 
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On the text, thus generally illuſtrated, let | 
us proceed to make a few remarks, farther 


Lam. i. 12. | 
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F 
to diſcover the force of it, and it's ſuitable- 
neſs to the preſent occaſion. Let us then 
make a few obſervations on the ſtroke of 
death, as it reſpects mankind in general, and 
believers in particular ;—and let us thirdly 
enquire what practical inſtructions we can 
derive from the whole. | 1 


* 


I. We make a few remarks on the words, 
for the farther diſcovery of their force, and 
their ſuitableneſs to the preſent occaſion. 


1. The conjugal relation is a very tender 
and ſenſible one. It is natural, it is right, it 
is commendable in a gracious huſband to con- 3 7 
ſider and regard his wife as the “ deſire of his 1 
eyes;” as the moſt valuable of earthly objects. 
Ezekiel thus conſidered his, and it does not. 
ſeem to be at all a matter of blame in him. 
The occaſion of the words, and the hiſtory 
to which they refer require this remark. If 
the huſband and wife are united together 
from rational, chriſtian principles, this cordial 
eſteem and affection take place at firſt. And 
if they mutually exerciſe the temper, which 
their relation demands, their affection and 
eſteem will continue, as it ought to do, to the 
end of life ; till death ſeparate them. This 
appears a wile appointment of divine provi- 

dieence, 


e 


1 50 
e in order that each may contribs | 
with cheerfulneſs and pleaſure, the aſſiſtance 
wanted under all the fatigues and troubles inci- 
dent to every condition of life here below. 
— Their conſcientious performance of rela- 
tive duties to each other confirms their union 


I of heart, and increaſes their mutual regard and 
caffection ſtill the more. And the Lord enjoins 
it as their indiſpenſible duty to maintain and 


cultivate this affectionate eſteem towards one 
another; and eſpecially, that the huſband 


both maintain and manifeſt it towards his 


wife. © She ſhall be called woman, becauſe 
E ſhe was taken out of man. Therefore ſhall a 


man leave his father and his mother, and ſhall 
n | cleave unto his wife, and they ſhall be one fleſh.” 
i | © Huſbands, love your wives, even as Chriſt 
loved the church, and gave himſelf for it.“ 
o ought men to love their wives, as their 
oon bodies. He that loveth his wife, loveth 


| himſelf.” From theſe and many other parts 
of the divine word, it is apparent that no re- 


WT lation is equal to the conjugal, nor any affec- 
tionate regards, which are merely natural, equal 
to thoſe, which ought ever to ſubſiſt between 


W huſband and wife. Yet near and dear to each 


other as theſe boſom companions, are, and 


9 | ought to be, we are taught by the. words 
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Gen. ii. 23, 2% 1 Erber xxxi, 28. 
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before us, and many other paſſages, as well 
as by conſtant obſervation, „ MS 


— 


2. That the ſtroke of death, will aſſuredly 
part them. It is our wiſdom to lay this into 
the account at firſt, and to keep it in view 

ever ' afterwards. Whatever ſituation we 
are placed in, however proſperous our cir- 
cumſtances, however ſucceſsful our purſuits, 
however harmonious and agreeable our tem- 
pers and diſpoſitions, however weighty and 
numerous our cares, however advantageous 
our mutual counſels and aſſiſtances, and how- 
ever reluctant we may be to a ſeparation, 
this ſtroke will come, and, in ſpite of all our 
efforts to evade or reſiſt, it will break in 
pieces this tendereſt of all connections known 
on earth. Death is interwoven in every con- 
ſtitution, and flows in every drop of our 
blood. „It is appointed unto men once to . 
dic.” And yet, certain and inevitable as this 
ſtroke is, the connection and deſign of my 
text require me to add, | 


3. That ſach a ſtroke is peculiarly painful 
and calamitons to the ſurviving huſband. Tt 
tears from his eyes, from his arms, from his 


Heb. ix. 27. | 
as £27 47.5 44 4:51 eee 


„ 

boſom, the dear partner of his cares, his joys, 

and his ſorrows.—It cloſes for ever thoſe 
dear eyes which have always been obſervant 

of what might contribute to his welfare, 
Alt gives a fatal daſh to thoſe capacities, 
which have been united and exerted, in 

a manner and to a degree ſcarcely poſſi- 


her own.—lIt diſconcerts their moſt pleaſing 
ſchemes, though formed with the moſt per- 
fect harmony of which mortals are capable 
and though purſued with the moſt. glowing 
ardour. On theſe accounts, the affectionate, 
7 but now diſconſolate huſband is almoſt ready 
to „„ better for me to die than to 
live.“ But I check myſelf. Theſe are ſub- 


of enlargement at this time, leſt I open afreſh 


: have undoubtedly bled profuſely enough al- 
commiſcrate, Rather, I proceed to the 


4. And laſt remark to which the paſſage 
calls our attention, namely, that it ought 


Jon. iv, 8, 
to 


ble in any other, to alleviate her partner's 
= diſtreſſes, and advance his joys, as if thoſe 
== joys and diſtreſſes of her huſband had been 


the wounds of my dear brother's heart, which 


— 


jects too delicate and too pungent to admit 


ready, and whoſe mournful ſituation 1 ſenſibly 
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94 Pal, xlvi. 10. 


5 "A ey 
to ſilence all our murmurings, and excite a 
holy, humble reſignation, to hear our merci- 


ful God and father ſay, the ſtroke is from me. 
„I take away from thee the deſire of thine 


eyes with a ſtroke.” What the great ſove- 
"reign of the univerſe does is always right. 


Let my dear brother, and let my honoured 
weeping friends hear him ſay, Be ftill, 
and know that I am God.” Far be it from 


me, it would be_unkind, it would be unjuſt, 


to chide your ſorrows. I only mean to adviſe 
moderation in them, I only wiſh them to be 
rational, and chriſtian ſorrows ; the ſorrows 


of thoſe, who conſider that it is the Lord's do- 


ing, and that © he doeth whatſoever pleaſeth 


him.” This, I doubt not, you have conſi- 


dered already, and have united with an an- 
cient ſaint in the midſt of calamities quite un- 
equalled, in ſaying The Lord gave, and 


the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 


name of the Lord.” And I wiſh ſuch conſi- 


derations as the following may compoſe your 
ſpirits, and confirm you in this holy dutiful 


reſignation ſtill more abundantly, 


Our heavenly father has a ſovereign right 


to diſpoſe of us and of all we have as he 
himſelf pleaſes. 'We are entirely his; and 


| Feel, viii. 3. Job, i. 21. 


all 


tw 3; 


all our bleſſings, and enjoy ments come from 


him. And “ is it not lawful for him to do 
what he will with his own ?” If, by his mu- 
nificenſe, we have enjoyed the great favour of 
an intimate friend, or an amiable relative 
for months or years paſt, is that any reaſon 
why the ſame favour ſhould be ſtill continued 
to us? Or, have we any demands upon the 
Lord Almighty to continue his bleſſings ſo 
long as we pleaſe ?——He is righteous in all 
his ways, and holy in all his works. He ne- 


ver does, or can do wrong. © Shall not the 


judge of all the earth do right” ought, on all 
occaſions, to quiet our minds, and, under every 
afflicting diſpenſation of providenee, to forbid 
repining and impatience. Let us often reflect 
upon it, and frequently remind one another 
that the Lord is a God of truth, and with- 
out iniquity ; juſt and right is he. Nor can 
he poſſibly be miſtaken; for he is perfect i in 
knowledge and i in wiſdom. He is © the only 
wiſe God; and * his underſtanding is infi- 
nite.” He could not be at a loſs to determine 
what was beſt for the dear deceaſed ; He could 
not fail to ſee what is beſt for Covina re- 
latives.— And he is a God of love and mercy. 
„He is good to all, and his tender mercies 


Mat. xx. 1 5. | 8 XVIll. 15. Deut. xxxii, 4. 
1 Tim. 15% ß CW. 


5 ” are 


— 


l 
: 
, 


— —ä—Hũ ! — 


2 — —— - _ 
renee pn gee — — — 


— * 8 2 
W 6 


n 


== 
3 

r 

* py 
- 4 ts < 
. 


IRS 
FF 
err 


bh 
11 
en 
5. 
" HL 
Milk: 
Wt 
Hh 
150 


8 Moen 
1 


*% wa 
+ cas 


- Ce — 
- OS - 
#8 a -£ Co MIS 


- _ -- — 
— — — - * - 
* — ” 
— , -- a 
1 — 
N 7 5 
— - : - 2x — — ES 
— n - 
- ©. Gb AA CE mn nl Mo 2 
— — Oo * 2 wn - 4 — 
— 2 — — — Pr I — 
— R * SIN on — — — ” 
- 2 — 9222 
2 1 222 * 4 
* GY LE - 9 — 


8 

3 * 

? * 
i 
15 

. 
«11 ö * * 
41 
1149! a 

1 
5 ö 2 
Ax 6 
mr [4 . 
1 8 
i 5:3 
7 : 

A x 
41! 3 * 
et 
. N 1 
8 
' iS. 

- ip £ 

: 7 2 
7410 
8 ” 
4411 
+ 84 
jt N 
AT 
f f 
"M4 ? 

it 

4 
1 1 

1 

1 
100 x 
0 
Ni 
* 

6. 
it 

if; 

Me 
, My 

; 
$4 ; 

1 

0 
300 

4245 6 

Th 

”F. 

: My 

$45; I 

" 

10 7 

N. 
1161 

11 
! 

S625 £1 

. 

i 

« 
yt. 
FG 

177 

"2 . 4 

1. 

1 
: . 

is 

45 

& a 
. * 
14 * 
IG 

= 

+>; 

' : 

$7 95 

bi 

9 f 

{43+ 

i 

1 


n — 
- _— 


1 
— — 


- 1 — 
S 


, — — — 


Hf 


— -& ode - 


— — 


8883 


0 34 


are over all his works.“ 
kind and compaſſionate to his ſaints. 


) 


But he is eſpecially 


„Like 


as a father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord 


pitieth them that fear him.” 
them with no unneceſſary or intolerable bur- 
dens. 


way to eſcape.” 


He will load 


He will not ſuffer them to be tempt- 
ed, or fried, above what they are able to 
bear; and with every trial he will make a 


He will moſt certainly make 


tc all things work together for their good,” 
And whatever may appear unſearchable, or 
myſterious in the conduct of providence now, 
ſhall certainly, if needful, be hereafter un- 
folded and made plain; and the wiſdom and 


propriety of it fully demonſtrated. 
does, and why he does it, we are frequently 


What he 


ignorant now; but ſo far as it will contri- 


bute to our happineſs, or be neceſſary to 
Juſtify his proceedings,“ we ſhall know here- 
after.” 


* Pfal. cxlv. q. 
viii. 28. 


It will probably conſtitute one part 
of the happineſs of ſaints in heaven to review 


Pſal. cu. 13. 
John xili. 17. 


1 Cor. X. 13. 


and admire the diſpenſations of a wiſe and 
gracious God towards them while upon earth. 
Theſe conſiderations, my friends, are richly 
ſufficient to reconcile our minds to every 
ſtroke with which the bleſſed God may ſee it 


proper to viſit us here below. Nothing can 


Rom. 


be 
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be wrong, if performed by ſuch a hand; no- 
thing erroneous that proceeds from infinite 
wiſdom, nor any thing unkind that flows from 
a heart ſo full of n and love. We 


| proceed, | ps PE: 2 


＋ 
74 


II. To 2 a few obſervations | on the | 


ſtroke of death, as it reſpe&s mankind i in ge- 
neral, and believers i in particular. Theſe ob- 


ſervations indeed, are common and . obvious ; f 
but they are ſo important in themſelves, 


and, I fear, ſo little practically regarded, that 


I cannot perſuade myſelf to omit them. And 


I earneſtly beſeech my u b audience to 0 
them to hear t. 


I. a mankind in general. 


The pen of * ſeparates the foul and 
body from each other, and lays the Jatter in 
the duſt. That man is compoſed of ſoul and 


body, our daily ſenſations manifeſt, and the 


word of God demonſtrates. © Fear not them,” 
ſays our bleſſed Saviour, which kill the bo- 
dy, but are not able to kill the ſoul; but 
rather fear him who is able to deſtroy both 
body and ſoul in hell.” 


Mat. x. 28. 15 | 
Cs Theſe 
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Theſe two conſtituent parts of man are 
united in a manner not to be explained by 
mortals; but the proof of this union is indit- 
putable. Death does not deſtroy our exiſt- 
ence, but diſſolve this union. It ſhatters and 
breaks down that beautiful part of divine 
workmanſhip, the body, which ſo remarkably 
diſplays the wiſdom and power of its great 
creator, as a decayed tabernacle, or tent, in 
which the ſoul has had its agreeable abode : 
and ſo © the duſt returns to the earth as it 
was, and the ſpirit returns to God who gave 
it” Thus theſe two harmonious compani- 
ons are rent aſunder till that awful and tre- 
mendous morning, when “all that are in 
their graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son 
of man, and ſhall come forth ; they that have 
done good unto the reſurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil to the reſurreQion of 


_ damnation.” 


This ſtroke is the conſequence of ſin. For 
« fin entered into the world, and death by 
| ſin; and fo death paſſed upon all men, for 
that all have ſinned.” Had mankind never 


2 Cor. v. 1 · Eecl. xii. 7. John, v. 28, 29. 
. 12. | 


revolt ed 


c% 3: 


revolted from God, by the tranſgreſſion of 
his righteous commands, we had never been 
expoſed to this awful ſtroke. For * the lan- 
gvage of the divine law is, * the man that 
_ doeth theſe things ſhall live in them.” But 
now alas | it is otherwiſe. T he law is broken; 
fin is committed ; ; and diſorders and death 
are the conſequences, to all the en ſons of 
Adam +5 of | LOTT 2 

1 is a ſtroke that makes no diſtinctions a- 
mong men. Are we poſſeſſed of great earthly 
treaſures ® Alas! theſe „profit not in the 
day of wrath * nor can they ſhield the owners 
of them from this fatal blow. © The rich 
man died and was buried,” as well as the poor 
man, who had“ laid at his gate full of ſores.” 
Grandeur, power: and dignity have, in this 
caſe, no reſpect paid them. Death knows no 
difference between the crowned head, and 
the meaneſt peaſant. When the commiſſion 
is given, the fatal ſhaft is lodged in the vitals, 
and the moſt dignified mortal falls and riſes 
no more.—'There is no partiality here in 'fa- 
vour of beauty. The moſt blooming cheek ; 
the lovelieſt features have no power to reſiſt, 


Gal. li. 12. | Luke, xvi. 22. 


> 3 any 


. 19 

any more than the withered and deform- 
ed.—Nay, even learning itſelf, the fineſt, 
the nobleſt, and incomparably the moſt va- 
Juable of all mere natural accompliſhments, 
muſt yield to this mighty conqueror. For 
the grave is © the houſe appointed for | @/1- 
living, — Once more age, or youth obtains 
no favour, nor can poſſibly defend any one 
from the ſtroke of death. The old and the 
young, the infant of a day, and the man of 
grey hairs are alike expoſed to it. We have 
a ſtriking proof of this in the ſolemn provi- 
dence which calls us together this evening. 
The amiable mother, and her. infant, a few 
weeks old, are both, in the ſame coffin, con- 
veyed to the ſame grave, and ſleep i in the duſt 
together. And you, my young friends in this 
aſſembly, have you not frequently {een thoſe 
who were young as any of you, ' conſigned to 
the tomb ? Let the thought have place in 
your minds; let it be impreſſed on your 
hearts; let it engage your earneſt, your im- 
mediate attention. And let me intreat you 
to prepare to follow them: for who can tell 


JA „ Mrs. Birley, and her infant, aged 
ten weeks, died near together, and are intered in the ſame 
coffin. 


but 


„„ "a 
but the ſame meſſenger may fon receive 
commiſſion to arrelt you ? 


Farther ; the ſtroke of death removes thoſe 
on whom it falls, from all the pleaſures and 
enjoyments of time, Alas! how many are 
there, who, unhappy for them! are lo- 
vers of pleaſures, more than lovers of God.“ 
May I be permitted to enquire whether any . 

of that inconſiderate tribe are preſent here to- 
night? Allow me to remind you how ſoon 
you will be convinced by arguments of irre- 
ſiſtible force that your laughter, and miſcalled 
pleaſure is like the crackling of thorns un- 
der a pot.“ It will all end in darkneſs, ſmoke, 
confuſion, and death. Perhaps the meſſenger 
is at your very doors; and then your plea- 
ſure is turned into eternal pains, and your 
laughter and mirth into“ weeping and wal 
ing of teeth, x 1 ever. 


Again : * this ſtroke we are deprived 
of all opportunities to prepare for heaven 
There is no work, or device, or wiſdom, 
or knowledge, in the grave whether we are 
all going.“ The preſent is the only time for 


2 Tim. iii. 4. Feel. vii 6. Ecel. 15 IO, 
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ſure work with reſpe& to hereafter. You 
can no read the book of God which is“ able 
to make you wiſe to ſalvation, through faith 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
that word, which, if received, and practi- 


Now you can hear 


cally regarded “ is able to fave your ſouls.” 
You are nom moſt graciouſly invited to that 


Saviour who declares, * Him that cometh un- 
to me I will in no wiſe caſt out.” But the 
time is drawing nigh, when, if you now ſlight 
the overtures of mer, and © reject the coun- 
ſel of God againſt yourſelves,“ you will moſt 
certainly find that “ he who made you will 
have no mercy on you, and he that formed 


you will ſhew you no favour.” Then, my 


unhappy fellow- creatures, you will prove to 


your unremitted and everlaſting ſorrow, that 


95 


only © now is the accepted A nou alone 


is the day of ſalvation.“ 


Once more, the ſtroke of death is a certain 
ſtroke, that calls us to the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt; | 
ſtate is irrevocably determined. 


in conſequence of which, our eternal 
It is ap- 
pointed to men once to die, and after that the 


judgment.“ And when the judgment is paſt, 


2 Tim. iii. 15. 
t. 


James i. 21. John vi. 37. Ifat, 
2 Cor. vi. 2+ - Heb, ix. 27: | 
| 5 all 


NCT 
all go to their own place, „the wicked into 
everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous into 
life eternal.” 'The great day when „God ſhall 
judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt,” may 
indeed, be at ſome diſtance, and undoubtedly is 
ſo. But as there is no work in the grave,” we 
mall certainly be found at the judgment day, in 
the ſame ſtate in which we depart this life: 
If death meet us filthy or unjuſt, we remain 
ſo ſtill: or, if righteous and holy, we conti- 
nue righteous and holy ſtill. If, (to adopt 
the wiſe: man's expreſſion) © the tree falleth 
towards the ſouth, or towards the north; in 
the place where the tree talleth, there it 
ſhall lie,” If we die in our ſins, we die con- 
demned, and remain under condemnation 
through never ding ages! 


And let none of my dear hearers forget that 
the time of this ſtroke is very uncertain. God 
only knows when it will fall on me, or on any 
of you. It may be very ſoon j it may be this 
night. It is ſometimes very ſudden; and it 
may be ſo to any. of us. Happy, - happy the - 
man who is always prepared for it. There- 


Mat, XX. 46. | [x8 Rom, ii. 16, 4 x Eccl, X1. EL 
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fore, be ye alſo ready, for at an hour when 
ye think not,” it may come upon you. 


2, Let us conſider this ſtroke as it reſpects 
the true believer in particular. I humbly 
hope, among my preſent auditors, there are 
many of this happy number : many who have 
& paſſed from death unto life.” I truſt many 
of you are deeply convinced of your ſinful 
and miſerable ſtate in the ſight of God; and 


that you have repented of all your ſins : that 


you are thoroughly ſenſible that ſalvation is 
ec not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt.” 
have underſtood and believed that the bleſſed 
Jeſus “ bare your ſins in his own body on the 
tree ;” and have by faith in him, „ fled for 
refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before you,” 
in the goſpel of the grace of God; the good 
news of ſalvation provided for loſt ſinners 
through the precious blood of the everlaſting 
covenant, and commanded by it's ever glo- 
rious and adorable author to be“ proclaimed ' 


to every creature.“ You underſtand, and 


prove, by happy experience the truth .and 


John in. 14. Epheſ. ii. 8, 9. 1 Pet. it. 24. 
Heb. vi. 18. Mark xvi. 1 5. 
import 


% 


(Ws 


import” of the apoſtle's declaration, when he 
tells us that ©* the goſpel is the power of God 
unto ſalvation to every one that believeth.” 
You have hereby“ received the forgiveneſs 
of ſins.” You have alſo received the ſpirit 
of God, “ which is given to them that be- 
lieve.” And hereby * the love of God is 
| ſhed abroad in your hearts.“ You love God 
and keep his commandments.” Thoſe who 
experimentally know theſe things are true 
| believers. They are real chriſtians. Theſe 
happy per "cd muſt die. And it is a comfort- 
able and reviving thought that they muſt. 
They would not live here always. A world 
of glory awaits them. They may therefore 
: wal deſire, with ſubmiſſion to their heavenly 
father's will, © to depart, and to be with 
Chriſt, which is far better.” For, 


The ſtroke of death tranſlates them from a 
world of darkneſs, ignorance, and confuſion, 
to a world of light. They do indeed, here, 
enjoy ſome degree of ſpiritual knowledge and 
as os ering For, ce God, who command- - 


Rom. i. 16. Acts x. 43. Talk vi. 38, 39. 
Ram. v. 5. 1 John v. 2. Fi. 1-256 
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ed the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath' 


thined in their hearts, to give them the light 
of the knowledge of his glory in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt.” But how little do even theſe 
know in the preſent ſtate ! how dark their 
conceptions | how contracted their views 
and how much. confuſion is frequently mingled 
with the light they have ! even the eminent 
apoſtle Paul himſelf confeſſes, © Now we ſee 
through a glaſs darkly ;—now I know i in part.” 

—But, bleſſed be the name of the Lord ! 

he could ſubjoin, and every true believer may 
adopt his words, „ Then I ſhall ſe face to 
face. Then I ſhall know even as alſo, I am 
known.” Hence the inheritance to be en- 
joyed in heaven, is called“ the inheritance of 
the faints 1 in licht.“ 5 12 — 


By the ſtroke of death the ſaints are re 
moved from a world of perplexing contro- 
verfy and contention, to a world of harmony 
and peace. Here are animoſities and conten- 
tions on every ſide, and almoſt ou every ſub- . 
jet. Religious contentions, civil contentions, 
political contentions are. frequently tearing 
communities in pieces, and almoſt diſtracting 
the inhabitants of our globe. But in heaven 


. d doit: 


all 


N 
all are peaceful and harmonious. Thoſe who 
are admitted there © enter into peace.” They 
upite, without one jarring note, in the moſt 
| harmonious anthems of praiſe, and aſeriptions 
of << bleſſing and honour, and glory, and power, 
to him that ſitteth upon the throne, and to 
the lamb for ever and ever.” 


This world is continually a ſtate of tempta- 
tions and defilements ; but the true believer i is, 
at death, delivered from it, and tranſlated to a f 
ſtate of purity and holineſs. There is ſcarcely 
any ſituation below the ſkies, in which it is 
not difficult to “ keep ourſelves unſpotted 
from the world.” So numerous are the ſuares 
and temptations ſurrounding us here, and fo 
many are the corruptions within us, while 
ce the law in our members wars againſt the 
law of our minds,” that bleſſed indeed is he 
„ who watcheth, and keepeth his garments,“ 
and © keepeth himſelf in'the love of God.” 
The devil is the chriſtian's ſworn and invete- 
rate adverſary, and indefatigable in his la- 
bours to ruin him. He exerts every effort, 
both of policy and power, to betray and ſe- ; 


Iſai. Ivii. 2. Rev. v. 1 3. James i. 27. 1 Rom. 
vii. 23. Rev. xvi. 15. Jud. 21. 
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ace him; << As a roaring lion he walks about, 


ſeeking whom he may devour.” On all theſe 
accounts, temptations and pollutions conti- 
nually ſurround us; and we are expoſed to 
them on the right hand, and on the left. 
Bu: bleſſed be our heavenly father, in the 
happy world to which we are haſting; there 
will be no pollutions, nor cauſe to fear any. 


For nothing that“ defileth or worketh abo- 


mination,” ſhall enter the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
Sinners of every claſs, who are not waſhed in 
the blood, and renewed by the ſpirit of Chriſt, 


ſhall be excluded that bliſsful world. Nor 


ſhall ſatan ever be permitted to ““ ſift as 
wheat,” or to moleſt with his fiery darts, the 
ſaints in glory, to eternity. Their corrup- 
tions ſhall be completely and everlaſtingly de- 
ſtroyed in their whole frame. In the ſeparate 
Kate, before the reſurrection, their © ſpirits 
are made perfect: and at the reſurrection, 
Jeſus © ſhall change their vile body, that it 
may be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able 


to ſubdue all things to himſelf,” And O, 


what a cheerful proſpect is this! to be freed 


«Fer. v. 8, 9. Rer. Heb. xii, 23. 


PhiL iii. 2x, 


from 


En 
from pollution, and from all danger of it, 
both in ſoul and body ! brethren, © it doth 
not yet appear fully and completely, what we 
ſhall be ; but we know that when he ſhall ap- 
pear we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee 
him as he is.” 


Again; the ſtroke of death delivers the 
ſaints from a ſtate of fear and anxiety, and 


removes them to. a world where theſe ſhall 


be known no more. In a world ſo full of 


diſaſters and deaths, as this is, painful an- 


xiety often fills the heart, and fears are ex- 
cited by many ſurrounding objects. Our fa- 
milies, our poſſeſſions are ſeldom ſafe ; and 
our bodies are continually expoſed to diſor- 
ders and pains. A thouſand caſual events, as 
we call them, may daſh in pieces, all our pro- 
jects, however prudently formed, and at once 


deprive us of all ſublunary comforts. The 


very elements are frequently the engines of 
our miſery in this life. But in the bleſſed re- 
gions to which we are haſting as faſt as the 
wings of time can bear us forwards, theſe 


diſaſters will never be known, and conſe- 


quently never feared; for in thoſe regions, 


1 John iii. 2. Rev. xxi. 4. 
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row nor crying ; neither ſhall there be any 
more * 3 ob the former things are paſſed 


away.” 


In the preſent ſtate the children of God are 
frequently beheld with ſcorn and contempt 


| by vain unthinking men of the world, as 


their ſaviour alſo was in the days of his fleſh, 
and as his moſt eminent followers and ſer- 
vants have been in all ages. But the ſtroke 
of death takes them away from the ſcorn and , 


deriſion of men, and they are tranſlated to a 


world where they ſhall be advanced to real 
honour and dignity, For when, through Al- 
mighty grace, they have © fought the good 
fight,” and have obtained a conquelt over 
their ſpiritual enemies, they ſball fit down 
with their glorified redeemer on his throne, 
« even as he overcame, and is ſet down on 


the throne of his father,” they are made 


kings and prieſts unto God and the Father,” 
and they ſhall reign with him for ever and 
ever.” They ſhall aſſuredly experience the 


| fulfilment of that gracious promiſe which has 


cheared the hearts of many, and will, I hope, 
on a repetition of it, chear many of your 
hearts, in your own behalf, and in behalf of 


Rev. xxl. 4. Rev. 111. 21. Rev. 1. 6. xxii. Fo 


our 


_ 


% | 
our dear deceaſed ſiſter. © They ſhall be 
mine, ſaith the Lord, in the day when I make 
up my jewels, and I will ſpare them as a man 
ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him.“ : 

This is a ſtate of toil and labour. But when 
the ſtroke comes of which weare now ſpeaking, 
the ſaints ſhall be called to eternal reſt. Here 
they are obliged to attend to the labours ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupport of life, and frequently 
« in the ſweat of their face to eat bread,” as 
well as others. They as well as the reſt of man- 
kind, paſs through many toilſome, painful days, 
and almoſt ſleepleſs nights, amidſt a great va- 
riety of cares and diſappointments incident to 
this ſtate of ſin and mortality. And very fre- 
quently ſatan and his unhappy vaſſals are ex- 
erting all their power to make the labours of 
the chriſtians a arduous and difficult as 
they can. The ſaints are, beſides this, la- 
bouring and ſtruggling againſt | their own 
fleſhy luſts, and the riſings of corruption 
within them, © denying themſelves, bearing 
their croſs,” and © through the ſpirit, morti- 
fying the deeds of the body.” But adored be 
the Saviour's name ! © there remaineth a reſt 
to the people of God.” Thoſe who here © live 


Mat. itt, 17. Gen, iii, 19. Rom, viii, 13. Heb. iv, . 


= by 


7 LD 
by the faith of the ſon of God,” at laſt, 8 « dis 
in the Lord,” and “ reſt from their labours,” | 
in a ſtate of perfect pleaſure and tranquility ; 
unmoleſted by ſatan, or any of his agents, in 
the immediate preſence of God, and fruition 
of him, through ere ee ages. | 


| While the "TO are © at home in the body, 
they are abſent from the Lord; and conſe- 
quently deprived of much felicity which is 
reſerved for them; for * in his preſence is 
fulneſs of joy, and a his right hand there are 
pleaſures for evermore.” And when they are 
delivered from this corrupt and degenerate 
world, this joy, and theſe pleaſures ſhall be 
theirs. For when the earthly houſe of their 
preſent tabernacle is diſſolved by the ſtroke of 
death, they ſhall be abſent from the body, 
and preſent with the Lord. They ſhall no 
longer be impriſoned in fleſh and blood; but 
ſhall eternally baſk in the beams of perfect 
love, light and liberty. There ſhall be no 
night there, and they ſhall need no candle, 
neither the light of the fan : for the Lord 
God giveth them light, and they ſhall reign for 
everandevyer.” Nothing ſhall henceforth inter- 
poſe between them and the glortous object of 


Pſal. Xvi. 794 "8 Cor. v. . > Rave. 20 (5 
their 


K) 
their ultimate defirgs.aud, OP Nth for. 6c; God. 


himſelf ſhall be with, hend and ſhall. be. Parſe : 
God.” "es | 


In a word; whatever is perplexing; or cala- / 
mitous, whatever tends to carnalize the mind, 
or afflict the ſpirit; of a real chriſtian, ſhall be 
all eternally removed from him at the hour of 
death. He ſhall then be diſburthened of every; 
encumbrance; every fetter ſhall be broken” 
from his ſoul, and all gloom and darkneſs difr, 
pelled from his underſtanding, and he is placed, 
out of the reach of the cares and labqurs, the 
follies and: imperfections which belong to this 
mortal ſtate, His happy ſpirit dwells with his 
God and Saviour, while his body; is, dępoſited 
in the Juſt, to ſleep there, till the great rifing 
day, when the archapgel's trumpet ſhall ſound, 
and- the graves ſhall he opened, and+* the dead 
ſhall- be raiſed incorruptible.” Then ſhall the 
body alſo be delivered: from © the-bondage, of 
corruption,“ and the whole man ſhall be intro- 
duced... into. 0 blocken liberty AX the BY 5 
of Goc.“ | 


. happy Gtuatlon: |! . delightful : 
b e bow 15 N mean are all 


Rex: x xxi. 3. 5g Cor. XV. 52% rok 8. 21. 
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n | 
the gilded toys ; how contemptible is all the 
gaudy pageantry of this world, compared with 
the © exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” 
reſerved in heaven for thefollowers of the lamb. 
Who amongſt us would not wiſh to“ die the 
death of the righteous.” Whois there in this 
aſſembly, who is become * a child of God by 
faith,” and is not wiſhing “ to depart, and to 
be with Chriſt.” Let us praiſe our God, 
brethren; for his great love manifeſted to us 
unworthy ſinners! let us congratulate each 
other on this animating proſpect of a bleſſed 
immortality ! and let us unite in ſentiments. 
of gratitude in behalf of our dear departed 
fiſter, who is ſo ſafely diſmiſſed from fleſh and 
blood, and is gone before to take her ſeat at 
the right hand of her father, and our father; 
of her God and our God : and who will ſoon 
meet us, and ꝑive us a moſt cordial welcome 
into the realms of unmixed, uninterrupted, 
and never-ending felicity. 


1 % "s % oF 
+, 


III. It is time, however, that we proceed to 
improve the ſubject, by enquiring what practi- 
cal inſtructions are deducible from what hath 


been ald. 1 { Nee 


2 Cor. iv. 17. Num. xxxiii. 13. Gal. ni. ae 


. Hence 


« 53 Y _ 

1. Hence we learn what is the one thing 
\needful, and the folly and danger of neglect- 
ing it. What is this one thing ? what is it 
that will be durable and permanent, and will 
make us happy when this ſhort life is at an 
end? when earthly enjoyments leave us, 
what will ſupport and comfort you amidſt the 
trying ſcenes. of time? amidſt national diſ- 
treſſes? family diſtreſſes ? perſonal. diſtreſles | 2 
when your deareſt relatives, and beſt earthly 
comforts are taken from you? what will for- 

tify you againſt. the approach of adverſity? 

againſt the fears of death? what will beſt 

; qualify you to ſtand with confidence at the 

bar of God, your maker and your judge . 

what will give you complete ſatisfaction when 

this world is on flames? and through ever- 
laſting ages in the next? this, wherever it 

can be found, is the one thing needful. But 
where ſhall we find it? in the palaces of kings ? 
in the dignity of ' crowned heads? in balls or 

' aſſemblies ? in the purſuit-of vain pleaſures ? 

or among the poor animal gratifications, which 
engroſs the lower herds of , mankind ? will 
gaiety and. dreſs furniſh us with this richeſt of 
| jewels ? wilt mere no#ons of truth, or w_—_— 
forms of religion produce, or procure it? 
or cen it be. obtained by a round of outward 

| 0 3 „ 
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C 
duties? no, my honoured audience, you cer- 
tainly know better. Bring theſe—any'of t them 
all ef them to the teſt. Place yourſelves 

in any of the cirtuniſtanèes above mentisned, 

Und let common ſenſe, let conſcience, above 
all, let the word of God determine what theſe 
will do for you in a time of ſolemn” trial. 

Nothing will anſwer every purpoſe in life, 

death, and eternity, but the knowledge and 

"enjoytnent of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſalvation by 
him. What ſays” our Saviour himſelf; our 
* #11-wiſe compaſſionate Saviour? „ This,“ he 


ſays, is life eternal, to know thee, the'only 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 


' ſent.” Let the great apoſtle Paul expreſs his 
view of the matter. Doubtleſs, ſays this emi- 
nent faint, © I count all things but loſs, for 
: the excellency ' of the knowledge of Chriſt 
ns! my Lord: for whom I have ſuffered 

the Toſs of all things, and do count them but 


1 dung that JI may win Chriſt, and be found in 


him, not having my own righteoufnefs which 


is of the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of 
God by faith.“ This, this, ſirs, is the one 


thing needful! poſſeſt of this, you need not 
fear the troubles of life, or the horrors of 


| John xvii. 3. : Phil. iii. 8, 9. 
| death. 


WI) 


death. And « can any folly be equal; can any 
be comparable, to the folly of neglecting this? 
by this neglect, whatever engage your atten- 
tion; you throw away the richeſt pearls for 
the meaneſt pebbles, you barter heaven for a 
rontemptible trifle, you loſe the glories of 
eternity, for the worthleſs men of a 
moment. | e 


- 4. Gets me aſſiſt your enquiries reſpecting the 

way to enjoy this great bleſſing, and fo to be 
prepared for the ſtroke of death. And let 
me call your moſt ſerious attention to it: for 
if, in this awful affair, „you be wiſe, you 
are wiſe for yourſelves; but if you ſcorn, 
you alone ſhall bear it.“ All the dreadful 
conſequences of ſuch ſcorning, - in time and 
W will fall upon _ own n : 


cep wy me alk, what have „ ? we have 
all finmed; and come fort of the glory 
of God.“ What is the conſequence of ſin ? 
reath. © The wages of ſin is death.” We 
are expoſed to the curſe of the Lord Al- 
mighty. © Curſed is every one that conti- 
nueth not in all things that are written in 
the book of the law to do them.” We have 


Prov. ix. 1 2; Rom.! iii. 12. Rom. vi. 23. Gal. i iii. 10. 
8 . - ©” None: 
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9 
none of us done this. We have all come ſhort. 
Every mouth is therefore “ ſtopped, and all 
the world become guilty before God.“ What 
are our beſt performances by nature? All 
dur righteouſneſſes“ by nature, are ſo far from 
being perfect in the | ſight of a holy God, ſo 
far from being commenſurate with the de- 
mands of the perfect law, that they are all 
6s as filthy rags.” It would, hence, be na- 
tural to infer, · if it were not aſſerted by in- 
ſpiration, as it is, that ſalvation is „not of 
works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt.“ This 
ſubject is moſt. eſſentially neceſſary for every 
one to be. acquainted with, both doctrinally 
and practically. But our little time, at pre- 
ſent, will not admit of enlargement. Allow 
me, therefore, for the ſake of brevity, to re- 
cite one paſſage where the way of a ſinner's 
acceptance with God, and conſequently, the 
foundation of his preparation for death, is 
given us at large. Being juſtified freely by 
his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſet forth to be a 
a propitiation, through faith in his blood.“ 
Here we have the free grace of God, the 
fountain of all human happineſs, flowing to 
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Rom. iii. 19. Isi. Ixir,. 6. Epheſ. il. 8, 9. 
Rom. ili. 25) 26. P | 


loſt 


0 FT 7 7 
loft linkers in ths gift of his dear ſon. we 


have the ſpecial capacity in which Jeſus is ſet 
forth, both in the miniſtry of the word, and 


in the eternal counſel of God]; as a propitiation 


for the ſins of à ruined world: and the one 


certain, infallible way of obtaining the preci- 
ous bleſſing of juſtification by him: © through _ 
faith in his blood,” © For “ by him; all that 
believe. are juſtified from all things.“ Only 


let it be obſerved that if your faith be real 
and genuine, it is “ a faith that worketh by 
love.” © The record that God hath given of 
his ſon” in the everlaſting goſpel, when cor- 
dially received, and the power, and ſweetneſs 
of it experienced, produces ſincere love to 


him who hath ſo amazingly loved us: and from 


this love will ariſe unreſerved, univerſal obe- 
dience to the enn of his word. x. 


4; Is there then a peo fleimbr pred; who 


ſincerely. enquires, ** what muſt I do to be 


ſaved?“ The divine anſwer is, “believe on 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” 


Are any of you OY this n, in the 


0 It is 3 3 hat the . 2 
admits of both the ſenſes given above. See the critics in 
Poole's Synopſis, and later commentators. Acts xiii. 39. 


Gal. v. 6. x John v. 12. 1 John iv. 19. Acts 7 


neceſſary 


* * 


mM 38 » 
neecſſary work of — veſpect- 
ing the ſafety of. your ſtate, and your pre- 
paredneſs for death) Enquire ; * do you be- 
lieve on the ſon of God?“ In conſequence of 

this, is the love of God ſhed abroad in your 

hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt, given unto you ? 
does this appear by an uniform regard to all 
his commandments? do you conſeientiouſſy 
make it your buſineſs to thew yourſelves the 
real fniends of Chriſt, by doing whatſoever he 
commands you ?” if ſo; thus living and dying; 
vou ſhall, at laſt, experience the bleſſedneſs of 
thoſe that die in the Lord.“ You ſhall * reſt. 


from your labours and % wotks will follow 
3, 


YOu. 


I do in the name and preſence of God the 
judge of all, intreat and charge you, my 
friends, by all the ſolemn conſiderations dedu- 
cible from the certainty of death; from the 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life; from the mi- 
ſeries of the unregenerate, at, and after deaths 
and from the inconceivable; everlaſting hap- 
pineſs of thoſe: who die in the Lord; that 
you make this great affair you ſerious ! imme- 
diate buſineſs, and that you reſt not till vou 
have good ſcriptural authority to aſſure your- 


John ix. 35. Rom. v. 5. Jokn xv. 14 Rev. 


xlv. 13. 3 
a ſelves 


ſelves that you are r © to. ee to 
be n e, 8 


. 1 this 1 view of death, __ its, + Dalek | 
conſequences, I call you to praiſe. a merciful 
God, who has given his dear ſon to deliver us 
from the fear of it, and recommend the bleſſed 
Jeſus to you all, as your only, alLſufficient 
ſupport and deliverer in your laſt trying mo- 
ments. Thus faith the inſpired apoſtle." © For- 

aſmuch as the: children are partakers of fleſh 

arid blood; he alfo took part of the ſame; that 
through death, he might deſtroy him hO had 
the power of death, that is theldevil; and 
deliver them, who through fear of death, 
were all their' life-time ſubject to bondage.“ 
Ey a ſteady confidence in this glorious deli- 
verer, the real chriſtian can meet death with 

holy triumph. O death! where is thy ſting ? 

- O: grave! where is thy victory?“ What 

thanks are due to him who thus enables us to 

defy the © king of errors, ” our moſt certain, 

determined, crael, laſt enemy ! I congratulate 
you, chriſtian brethren, on your enjoyment of 
this © conſolation and good hope through 
grace.” And I pray God we may never forget 

to aſcribe all the glor y to hy to whom it is 
5 eternally que - 


Heb. i He. 14, 15. 1 Cor. xv. 35. 
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( 60 ) 
And let me not omit to add, that, through 
infinite mercy, ſalvation is ſtill exhibited 


through the ſame Saviour, even to thoſe who 
have hitherto neglected it, and, in conſe- 


quence of that neglect, are unprepared for 
the ſtroke of death, and filled with dread at 


the proſpect of it. Poor miſerable men 
your caſe is, indeed, traly lamentable ! not 
ſure of one day in this world, and yet no 


evidence that you ſhall be happy i in the next ! 
nay, rather the fulleſt evidence, from the 


word of God hirafelf, that dying as you are, 
vou will be eternally tormented. For God 
| himſelf aſſures you that ** unleſs you be con- 


verted, and become as little children, you ſhall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” And 


this change has not taken place in you. Alas 
vou are yet in your ſins. And for what you 
know, the ſtroke of death may meet you this 


very night; and then you are conſigned to 
blackneſs and darkneſs for ever ? however, 
bleſſed be God, your caſe is not yet abſolutely 
deſperate. I ſtand here in his name to aſſure 
you, that © now is the accepted time.” Jeſus 
died for you on the croſs, and is now Pro- 
claimed to you in the word of truth. «As 


Mat, xviii. 3. 
: many 


* 


( 
many as receive him, he gives them power, 
that is, power of right, or privilege, to be- 
come the ſons of God, even to them that be 
lieve on his name.“ Attend, my poor fellow 
ſinners! attend to theſe good tidings now, that 
you may live and rejoice with God and the 
lamb, when the earth, and all the works that 
are in it, ſhall be burnt up. Fly to the com- 
paſſionate arms of the good God, who “ de- 
lighteth in mercy,” who © is not willing that 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
repentance :” who © waits that he may be gra- 
cious unto you ;” and you ſhall find that, after 
all your ungrateful abuſe of his goodneſs, after 
all your negled of his great ſalvation, he will 
blot out your tranſgreſſions, and & pour out 
his ſpirit upon you.“ He will prepare you 
for his kingdom and glory; and will ſoon take 
you to himſelf, and you ſhall ſing his praiſes, 
and behold his glory world without end. 


4. Let the preſent weighty ſubject, and the 
providence which has this evening called us 
together, remind! us of the pitiable ſtate of 
thoſe h are en preferring any thing 


Adin fignificat proprie jus, i & antoritatem. 
GERHARD. John i. 12. Mic. vii. 18. 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
Tai. xxx. 18. Prov. i. 23. | I. 


elſe 
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elſe to an immediate preparation for « death;-: 
Are: there any ſuch poor deluded creatures 
now preſent'? any: who are taking delight in 
your cups? any who are debaſing yourſelves 
to a level 'with beaſts, by unclean” luſts 9 PR 
living in any otlier kind of open profineneſs ? 
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” _ Alas!' firs, have you not heard > have you not 
read, that „the wicked ſhall be turned into 
hell ? do you not know by whoſe authority ir! 
ſtands upon record, that * neither fornicators 
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nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abuſers of themſclves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revi- 
lers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
of God.“ How can you then, continuing.in theſe; 
ſins, how can ye eſcape the damnation, of hell. 
Do. you imagine. that the Almighty arm of 
God is not able to conſign you to it? or can, 
you ſuppoſe theſe are only words of courſe ? 
are they not the words of God?! is he not 
tea God. that cannot lie?“ if he be, how 
dare you contend. with him, ? how. dare you 
run upon the thick boſſes of his bucklers ? 
is hell a mere trifle? is divine, vengeance. eaſy 
to bear? or ſhall you take pleaſure in wailing 


and gnaſhing; of teeth, without help, without 
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17. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Matt. xxiii. 3 3. 
8 relief, 


| . 5 ) 
relief, without hope, ctermally. If not, 1 1 15 
an immediate ſtand. There are but at 
moſt a few ſteps between you and everlaſt. 
ing death. O take not one ſtep more in fin, - 
leſt the: next ſep: in ſin be the laſt ſhep in life, 
and plunge you into a flaming eternity. We 
pity you, poor ſinners |! We mourn for your 
extreme madneſs. We pray God that this: 
may be the happy moment in which you may 
come to! yourſelves, fly back from: that 
horrid dungeon to which you are 10 near, 
—fly back to him who in tender pity to 
your ſouls, cerys, turn ye, turn: ye, far 
why will ye die?“ Let us alſo pity the fol-. 
ly of thoſe who are eagerly purſuing the 
riches, the honours, or pleafures of this 
world to the negle& of an immortal crown! 
Let us bleſs God, my dear chriſtian bre- 
thren, who has, graciouſly taught us the va. 
nity of theſe deſpicable trifles,, while we 
mourn the ſtupidity of thoſe who are yet 
intent upon them; and thereby manifeſt 
that they are © in the gall of bitterneſs, and 
bond of iniquity. * {- * what reaſon have we 
to lament. the unhappineſs of thoſe who are 


even labouring to furniſh HEE with ac- 


Baie; agile 11. Abts viii 23. 
| | quiſitions 


94 < 64 ; | 
quiſitions in ſcience while they $6.1, the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt and him. crucified. 
Learning is, indeed, the chief of all mere hu- 
man accompliſhments. But it is a melancholy 

truth, that a perſon may be educated at the 
feet of Gamaliel, as Paul was, and yet, like 
him, be ſo ignorant of Chriſt, as to be «Ka. 
blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and. injurious” to 

others. He may poſſeſs the qualifications, and 
be exalted to the dignity of a ſenator, like 
Nicodemus, and yet, on the firſt, and moſt 
weighty ſubject of practical godlineſs, may 
expoſe his ignorance by aſking “ how can a 
man be born again when he is old ? Can he 
enter the ſecond time into his mother's womb 
and be born?” Thereby fully demonſtrating 
that whatever he has acquired of human ſcience, 


he is a ſtranger to © the things of the Spirit of 
God: ”—and, with regard to his beſt intereſts, | 
he is in “ darkneſs and the ſhadow of death.” 
| Mournful fi ituation | pitiable caſe indeed ! 

6 O that they were wiſe, that they under- 
ſtood this! that they would conſider their lat- 

ter end!” 15 TEL 

5. Let all true believers, from hence, lift 
up an eye of faith, and take a pleaſing view 5 
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John iii, 4. Deut. xxxii. 29. 2 Pet. iii. 10. 
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of that 2 bleſſed | world where the- ſtroke of 


death ſhall be known no more. This world, 


brethren, will ſoon be on Hawes.) « The hea- 


vens ſhall paſs away with a great wiſe; : the 


elements ſhall melt with fervent heat; the 


earth alſo, and all the works that are therein 


ſhall be burnt up.“ Then an end will be put 


ges in families will be known no more. The 


pleaſing connections and ſweet friendſhip of 


that world will never be broken, _ "For the 
laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death.” 
And now, „ death itſelf ſhall be ſwallowed up 
in victory.” On this meditate daily, Rejoice 
in this, under all the troubles and diſtreſſes 


that belong to the preſent ſtate. Remind 


yourſelves, and remind one another that your 
ever faithful Saviour is aſcended into heaven, 
ce to prepare a place for you,” and has pro- 


miſed you that © he will come again, and 
take you to himſelf, that where he * there 


you may be alſo.” + | 85 


6. As real chriſtians, as well as others, will 
ſoon be called out of the world by death, let 


2 Pet. iii, 10. 1 Cor. xv. 26, 54. John xiv. 3. 
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to all your labours, ſins, and forrows.; Rava- 


— 


me adviſe all ſuch to be diligent in improving 
* the preſent moments for God. Your time is 


. 
4 
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EB. 
ſhort, brethren, exert yourſelves and make 
much of it. Beware of ſloth and trifling in. 
your Savour's work, % Whatſoever your 
hands find to do, do it with your might.“ 
Conſider what chriſtianity demands of you in 
your ſeveral departments; and be faithful and 
vigorous in anſwering theſe demands. Employ 
all the members of your bodies, exert all the 
capacites of your mind, and all the ſuperflui- 
ties of your earthly poſſeſſions, to ſupport 
and advance your redeemer's intereſt. Adorn 
it by a holy converſation ; and recommend it 
to others, by every prudent method. Remem 
ber him, who left heaven, and gave his life 
for you. „ Ye are not your own,” brethren, 
« ye are bought with a price,” a price of no 
leſs value than the blood of God's dear ſon. 
You are, therefore, under every poflible obli- 
gatian to ** glorify God with your bodies and 
with your ſpirits which are his.” And your 
adorable Saviour, in his ſuperabounding good- 
neſs, to encourage your diligence, fidelity, 
and zeal, has frequently and moſt poſitively 
aſſured you, that your labours for him (poor, 
as you are, always ready toacknowledge them) 
6“ ſhall in no wiſe loſe their reward!“ And 
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Far 9”) 
therefore my beloved brethren, be ye ſted- 
faſt, immoyeable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord ; ; forafmuch as ye know that 
your labours are not in vain in the Lord. 5 

7. As this ſtroke will aſſuredly, in a little 
time, rend from the embraces of each other, 
thoſe who are ſo nearly and tenderly related 
as man and wife, let me entreat all here in 
that relation, to act as in continual expecta- 
tion of it. 5 TN 

You, are © the deſire of each other's eyes,” 
Labour, while life is ſpared, to make each 
other as happy as you can. Take every pro- 


per and chriſtian method to manifeſt and pro- 


. mote that pure cordial affection which always 
ought to ſubſiſt between you. Be conſcien- 
tious in the mutual diſcharge of your reſpec- 
tive duties. Huſbands, love your wives, 
and be not bitter againſt them.“ See that ye 
c dwell with them according to knowledge, 
giving honour to the wife, as unto the weak- 
*X veſſel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life; that your prayers be not hin- 
dered. And ye wives, ſubmit yourſelves to 
your own huſbands, as it is fit in the Lord,” 


1 Cor. xv. 58. Col, iii. 28 Pet. iii. 7. Col. 111. 18. | 
| „ 1 


„ 

1. It. is your duty, and it will your honour, 
and happineſs to “ be in ſubjection to your 
own huſbands ; that if any huſband obey not 
the word, they, may, without the word, 
be won by converſation of the wives.” In a 
word ; 4 Jet every huſband love his wife, | 
even as himſelf; and let the wife ſee that ſhe 
reverence her huſhed. 0 By ſuch a mutual re- 
gard for each other, you Will contribute to 
each other's comfort while you live, and I 
may venture to allure you that you will find 
no reaſon to repent of it, when ſeparated by 
the ſtroke of death. _ 

And, as this ſeparating ſtroke is certainly 
approaching, I adviſe you to make it familiar 
to your minds; think much of it; and often 
remind each other how unavoidable it is, and 
how. near it may poſſibly be. Aſſiſt one ano- 
ther in making preparation for it. Give up 
each other to God, in your daily addreſſes at 
the throne of grace. And be both of you 
Faithful and diligent in the work of ſelf-exa- 
mination reſpecting your own preparation for 


death, Thus having familiarized, I may ſay, 
in ſome meaſure, anticipated this fatal ſtroke, 


you will be the leſs N NO you meet 


1 Pet, iii. 1. Eph. v. 33. c 
| with 


(9) 

with it. You may hope to bear-it with chriſ- 
tian fortitude, and to paſs through the gloomy 
vale with greater ſerenity and calmneſs of 
mind. | | 

8. We have 1 0 that in makes no diſ- 
tinctions, that the young die as well as the 
old. I recommend this conſideration to pa- 
rents and heads of* families, and beſeech them to 
inculcate this truth on their children, and 
thoſe who are under their care. Is any thing 
of equal conſequence with dying ſafe ? Can 
any part of parental duty, then, be equally 
neceſſary, with endeavouring that your off- | 
ſpring may be prepared for it ? ? Can any of 
the ornaments or accompliſhments of youth be 
of equal importance ? And can any of you, 
parents, anſwer it to God, if you employ 
your own thoughts, or the thoughts of 
your children about. theſe, to the neglect of 
mar? 1 take it for granted you will readily 
allow that your conduct towards your chil- 
dren will be br ought into the account at that 
great day, when © God ſhall bring to judg- 
ment every work with every ſecret thing; 
whether it be good or whether it be evil.” 
Wil it at that day, appear to your, or to their 


Eccl. xii. 14. 


VVV advantage, 7 


C90 2 
advantage, that you have taught them tlie 
employments, the amuſements of life: but 
have neglected to teach them how they muſt 
be prepared for death ? Will this be found, 
then, to be © training up your children in 
the way they ſhould go ? Will this be cal- 
led © bringing them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord ?” If not, for your 
own ſake, and for the ſake of the fruit of 
your bodies, make it your chief care and bu- 
ſineſs, to promote your childrens preparation 
for the hour of death. 
In order to this, I adviſe you to inſtruct 
them i in the nature and neceſlity of repentance 
towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Shew them the ſinfulneſs of 
of ſin, and the ruin it has brought upon them, 
and all the human race. And inform them of 
the great love of God, diſplayed in the won- 
derful gift of his dear fon to die for them; 
with the fulneſs, freeneſs, and ſuitableneſs of 
that ſalvation exhibited in the goſpel, of which 
Jeſus is the ““ author, to all them that obey 
him.” Endeavour to impreſs theſe things on 
their tender minds by the weightieſt conſide- 
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Ezek. xli. 14+ Prove xxii. 6. Eph. vi. 4. Acts xx. 21. 


Wh | Heb. v. 9. 
! rat ions 
i | b 
1 


© 71 


ations you can think of. _ your holy con= 
verſation give a ſanction to your iuſtructions; 
while you water them, if I may fo ſpeak; 
with your daily prayers, in your * and 
family devetions, T 


9. The ſubjects we have been endeavouring 
to illuſtrate and enforce, will furniſh a word of 
admonition and advice to the youths in this 
aſſembly. You, my young friends, fee the 
certainty of death, and the uncertainty of 
life, and the dreadful condition of thoſe who 
die unpardoned and unrenewed; with the in- 
expreſſible happineſs of thoſe that die in the 
Lord, whether aged or young. Death may 
ſeize you in your younger years, as it has 
done many round about you. Here, give me 
leave to enquire whether it is wiſdom or folly 
to. neglect the great concern of preparing for 
. death ? I appeal to your own conſciences. I 
appeal to all mankind. I appeal to the bleſſed 
inhabitants of heaven. Yea, if there be any 
degree of honeſty in thoſe black flaming re- 
gions, I ſhould not ſcruple to appeal to the 
tormented. ſpirits in hell; but eſpecially, I 
appeal to the general tenor of the bible, whe- 
ther ſuch neglect be a proof of wiſdom, or of 
the moſt egregious folly. I am perſuaded you 
will allow, that all intelligent beings in the 

| E 4 whole 


n 


whole creation of God would unite in confeſs- 
ing that if any thing among mortals deſerve 
the name, it is folly in the extreme to live 
one day contentedly, unprepared to die. Ae. 
cauſe © we know not what a day may bring 
forth.” Nor can the thoughtleſs ſinner be {ure 
that he ſhall not be tormented in hell to-mor- 
row. Why then, O why will you purſue that 
path now, on account of which you will be 
accounted fools by all in heaven, earth, and 
hell, and ſelf-condemned as fools in your own 
conſcienccs, under inexpreſſible agonies and 
torments world without end? Let me adviſe 
you no longer to follow! ying vanities, and for- 
fake your own mercies.” Seek the Lord while 
he may be found, and call upon him while he 
is near.” Leave the gaudy trifles, by which 
{o many are allured to the chambers of death; 
leave theſe to ſuch as are calling evil good, 
and good evil,” and purſue the treaſures that 
can never be exhauſted, and the ornaments. 
that will adorn you before the throne of Os 
ten thouſand "__» hence. : 

Are any of my young -philſbort ſettling in 
life ? beware of an anxious fondneſs for a por- 
tion in this world. Form all your ſchemes 
Jonah, ii. 8. Ifai, lv. 6. Ifai. v. 23. 

| with 


4 „ 


with-s an eye to the ſervice and glory of God = 


in an humble ſubmiſſion to his will, and a re- 
ſignation to the diſpoſals of his providence. 
The event which has called this large aſſem- 
bly together, has written before our eyes in 
legible characters, the uncertainty. of all 
earthly comforts; and teacheth us in the 
plaineſt manner how ſoon the beſt concerted 
human plans may be daſhed to pieces. Be ye 
therefore wiſe to chooſe that ** good part 
which ſhall never be taken away. from you.” 
I would hope that through the bleſſing of God, 
this advice will take place in your minds. 
but if any of you ſtill ſlight it, I leave you to 
anſwer it to God, and only ſuggeſt the tre- 
mendous admonition of the wiſeſt of men. 2 
« Rejoice, O young man in thy youth; and 
let thy heart chear thee in the days of thy | 
youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, 
and in the ſight of thine eyes : but know thon, 
that for all theſe 1 God will 8 21 1 
into W F 


10. Let my laſt remark and advice be to 
the relations of the deceaſed. My honoured 
friends, you are moſt intimately concerned in 
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the ſtroke of We we are now enz 
deavouring to improve. vou will, 1 truſt, 
attend, with peculiar care to the inſtructive 
leſſons deducible from it. Suffer a word of 
exhortation ; and may the God of the ſpirits 


of all fleſh,” bleſs it to yur minds | 


any the name of Ged for the evidence 
you have that your dear. relative is © taken 
from the evil to come,” to be for ever with 
the Lord.“ Bleſs © the God of all grace” for 
the honour conferred on her, and for the un- 
utterable comfort and ſatisfaction that the re- 
flection muſt yield to you. But I beſeech 
you to remember that while I am exhorting 
and adviſing others, theſe advices and exhor- 
tations concern you in a ſpecial manner. 1 
earneſtly entreat you, by all that is ſacred, 
ſolemn, and tremendous, as you hope to meet 


her at the right hand of her Lord and Saviour 


at the laſt day, with pleaſure 'to yourſelves, 
that you cloſely and immediately examine 
your preparation for that awful period. And 


if, by what I have faid, and what the ſcrip- 


ture contains on this ſubject, any of you find 
yourſelves not in that ſtate you would wiſh to 
be in when death meets you, reſt in your 
preſent 


Coy 


7 preſent condition no longer: but, this even- 


ing, begin to reflect on the ruin brought 


upon you by ſin. Confeſs your iniquities at 
the throne of grace; and fly by faith, to the 
ever- bleſſed Saviour, that you may be waſned 
in his blood, and quickened and purified by his 
ſpirit ; that you may at laſt, with your de- 
parted relation, and all who- have died in 
the faith of the ſon of God,“ appear before 
the throne, © without ſpot, and blameleſs.”? 
I have the pleaſing hope that ſome of you 
can view this folemn period with pleaſure. 
O, may you all, through grace, be wiſe in 
time, * happy ene 


With reſpect to you, my 4 friends, the 
parents of the deceaſed, I congratulate you, 
on the honour our bleſſed Redeemer has con- 


ferred upon you, in advancing one of your 


offspring to the regions of glory. I join witz 


you in praiſing God for ſo great a favour, T 

rejoice in hope that you will both be found 
ready to follow her, whenever the Lord ſhall 
be pleaſed to call you. In the courſe of na- 
ture this call cannot be very far diſtant. 1 
exhort you to be ambitious that you may 
bring « forth much fruit in your age; and 
lay up much treaſure in heaven.” 
135 Eſpecially, ' 
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Eſpecially, my dear brother in the miniſtry; 
this ſtroke affects you; and 1 truſt the Lord 
will vouchſafe you ſpecial ſupports under the 
weight of it. I cordially unite with your 
many ſympathizing friends in «© weeping with 
you that now weep,” and we ſhare with you 
in the joy that ariſes from the ſweet reflec- 
tion, that the partner of your life is tranſ- 
lated from your boſom, 'to the boſom of your 
_ everliving Saviour. I earneſtly pray that this 


viſitation may quicken your zeal in the work 


of the Lord ! O, 
of all earthly Hi 
duſt of your dear wife, and with redoubled 


brother, ſee the vanity 


vigor, conſecrate your all to your Saviour ; 


and with renewed alacrity, run the race that 


is ſet before you. A crown awaits you, a 
crown that “ fadeth not away.” Let every 


days labours in the work of the Lord, be ad- 
ing to its luſtre. And when that bleſſed pe- 


riod commences that you ſhall meet your Sa- 
viour on a throne of glory, and your late 
amiable partner among thoſe at his right hand, 


may you then, be found in the happy number 
of thoſe who have “turned many to righte- 
* and ſhine as the ſtars for ever and 


ever. . | F 
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1 have the this and N to Cos (oat N 


al of my brethren in the miniſtry how before 
Allow me, brethren, to digrets fo far as 

2 1 one word to you. Our time is flying 
ſwift away. Death is near. Sinners are periſh- 
ing on every ſide. Our account is very awfal ; 
but if we be faithful and diligent, 'our © re- 
ward will be great in heaven.” Rouſe ye, 
| brethren, rouſe ye, in the name of God 
think what can be done for Chriſt, that poor 
ſinners may, through his grace, be “ plucked 
as brands from the burning!“ If we have any 
bowels of compaſſion, let us leave no methods 
untried to bring them to the knowledge of 
themſelves and their Saviour ; that they be 
happy in life and death; and may be our 
« crown of rejoicing in the day of Jeſus 
. Chriſt.” If we are really the faithful miniſ- 
ters of Chriſt, we are happy in him, and de- 
voted to him. And if ſo, the ſtroke of death 
Arr be no ſurprize to us; but an abundant 
f entrance will be "adminiſtered to us into his 
1 everlaſting kingdom”. Let us be diligent. 
1 and. “ faithful unto death, and we ſhall cer- 
* tainly receive 2 grown of life,” | 


TO conclude ; ; we muſt all Gow 60 appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt.” The 
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ok be e may 1 5 he a us 
a it th” reference to the ſtroke of death; © | 
. Thus will 1 do unto thee; and becauſe ! 
15 will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy | 
God.“ In the proſpect of this ſolemn. day! 
diſmiſs you; not expecting to ſee many of you 
again, before it commence. Attentive to it, 
or regardleſs of it, we muſt all ſoon meet the 
great eternal judge. All the dead, ſmall and 
great ſhall ſoon ſtand before God; and the books 
will be opened; and another book will be 
opened, even the book of life, and the dead 
will be judged out of thoſe things which are 
written in the books, according to their 
works. The advice I give you, brethren, I 
hope, through divine grace, to take, my- 
ſelf. And with this engagement, I moſt 
cordially bid you farewell. To the king 
eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe 
God, be honour and glory for ever at ever. 
Amen. 8 : 
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